International Conference

Old and New Worlds:
the Global Challenges of Rural History

Lisbon, 27-30 January 2016

PANEL DESCRIPTION
S26

Type: Plenary [ 1 Parallel [X]

Working languages: PT [X] ES[X] EN [X]

Convenor(s):

« Pegerto Saavedra, Faculdade de Geografia e Historia da Universidade de Santiago de Compostela
(pegerto.saavedra@usc.es)

« Margarida Sobral Neto, Faculdade de Letras da Universidade de Coimbra (mneto@fl.uc.pt)

Panel title

EN: Plants brought from the New World: impacts on landscapes, agrarian economies and European diets
(15th-20th centuries)

PT: As plantas vindas do Novo Mundo: impacto nas paisagens, nas economias agrarias e nas dietas
alimentares europeias (séculos XV a XX)

ES: Las plantas provenientes del Nuevo Mundo: impactos sobre paisajes, economias agrarias y las dietas
alimenticias europeas.

Abstract (English)

European overseas expansion, particularly Spanish and Portuguese, triggered a process of exchange of
useful plants between continents which lasted until the twentieth century. The historiography counts
several reference works on the subject, including those by Fernand Braudel, Vitorino Magalhdes Godinho
and Eiras Roel. Many of them take the provenance and diffusion processes of maize and potato, as well as
their impacts on the organization of landscapes and on European diet, as their objects of analysis. While
other produce were not altogether left out, such as pulses (beans) and fruits (pineapple), we believe it is
now relevant to update research and promote the debate on this subject in an interdisciplinary perspective
(from history to botanics) and a transnational scope. We propose to analyse issues such as: provenance
and European diffusion processes of plants coming from the New World; integration processes in
agrarian ecosystems and their effects on the rearrangement of the several variables in of agriculture,
animal husbandry and landscape systems; resistance to innovation vs policies to promote the diffusion of
new crops; impact on rural economies (of both peasants and rentiers), demography and diets of different
social groups. Papers should take an integrative outlook on these issues and a long-term perspective.

Abstract (PT)

As expans0es europeias, em particular a espanhola e a portuguesa, acionaram um processo de intercdmbio
de plantas Uteis entre os diversos continentes que se prolongou até ao século XX. As historiografias
europeias contam com varios trabalhos de referéncia sobre esta matéria, nomeadamente os realizados por
Fernand Braudel, Vitorino Magalhaes Godinho e Eiras Roel, tendo muitos deles como objeto de analise a
proveniéncia, os processos de difusdo e o impacto na organizacdo das paisagens e das dietas alimentares
do milho maiz e da batata. Ainda que ndo tenham sido esquecidos outros produtos, caso de leguminosas
(feijao) e frutas (ananases), consideramos pertinente atualizar e dinamizar a pesquisa e 0 debate numa
area que pode convocar varios saberes interdisciplinares (da Histéria & Botanica) e que assume uma
dimensdo transnacional. Propomos como temas em andlise 0s seguintes: Proveniéncia e processos de
difusdo europeia de plantas vindas do Novo Mundo; Integracdo nos ecossistemas agrarios e efeitos na
reorganizacdo das diversas varidveis do sistema agropecudrio e das paisagens; Resisténcias as inovacdes
alimentares e politicas de difusdo de novos cultivos; Impactos nas economias rurais (de camponeses, de
rentistas), na demografia e nas dietas alimentares dos diferentes grupos sociais; As comunicacdes deverdo




apresentar uma perspetiva integradora dos problemas e privilegiar a longa duracéo.
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